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Dear Sir/Madam: 



This is an Information Disclosure Statement in accordance 
25 with the duty to disclose information material to 
patentability under 37 C.F.R. §1.56. Applicant wishes to make 
of record each of the documents listed on the accompanying 
form PTO/SB/08 . It is respectfully reguested that the examiner 
initials the cited reference on the form and that it be made 
30 of record in the application and that a copy of the initialed 
form be sent to the applicant with the next communication from 
the examiner. 



Since the IDS is filed before the mailing date of a first 
35 Office action on the merits, consideration of the information 
disclosure statement is hereby requested according to 
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37C. F. R. §1 . 97 (b) . The prior art patents contained in the 
information disclosure statement were cited in communications 
from the China Intellectual Property Office on Jan. 17, 2003. 
Applicant sincerely hopes that the examiner can consider the 
5 items contained in the information disclosure statement. 

According to the requirement set forth in 37C. F.R.§1. 98 
and M.P.E.P. 609 (8 th edition, Aug. 2001), the applicant is 
submitting copies of the cited reference (China Patent No. 
10 CN1160244A, CN2377611Y, CN1157435A, and Japan Patent No. 
JP11122294A) and a concise explanation of the relevance in 
this application hereinafter. 

China Patent No. CN1160244A provides a cursor control 

15 device comprising a cursor control unit 1 electrically 
connected to a computer, a control interface 11 for generating 
a control signal corresponding to the operation of a user, 
a controller 12 electrically connected to the control 
interface 11 for receiving the control signal, and a alerting 

20 device 13 electrically connected to the controller 12 for 
generating an alerting signal to alert the user. The cursor 
control device further comprises a detecting device 2 for 
generating a signal to the controller 12 depending on how long 
the cursor on the screen has been moved or how long the control 

25 interface 11 has been operated (refer to Fig.l). When the 
detecting device 2 generates the signal to the controller 12, 
the controller 12 also generates a corresponding signal to 
the alerting device 13. The alerting device 13 will generate 
the alerting signal, which can be an illumination of an LED 

30 23 installed between the user's fingers (refer to Fig. 2), to 
alert the user. Thus, the user will be reminded to take a break 
after operating the cursor control device for a time. 

China Patent No. CN2377611Y provides a pointing device 
35 comprising a housing 14, a wheel 12, a plurality of narrow 
openings 16 on the wheel 12, a emitter fixed on one side of 
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the wheel 12 for emitting light through the plurality of narrow 
openings 16, and a sensor opposite the emitter and fixed on 
the other side of the wheel 12 for receiving the light emitted 
from the emitter (refer to Fig.l to Fig. 3, the emitter and 
5 sensor are not shown in these figures) . The purpose of this 
invention is to detect the rotation of the wheel 12 without 
connecting with an optical decoder. 

China Patent No. CN1157435A provides a mouse with a button. 

10 When a user wants to scroll a window of a computer, all he/she 
needs to do is depress the button and move the mouse 
simultaneously. The speed of scrolling depends on how fast 
the mouse is moved. The purpose of this invention is to solve 
the problem that the mouse cannot position a cursor accurately 

15 as it becomes older and wears out. 

Japan Patent No. JP11122294A provides an automatic call 
receiving display system for electronic mail (e-mail) . The 
system comprises a computer 2a connected to a provider 3 via 

20 Internet 1 (2b and 2c in Fig.l also represent personal 
computers) and a receiving box 5a connected to the computer 
2a (5b and 5c in Fig.l also represent receiving boxes). The 
receiving box 5a comprises a liquid crystal display panel 6, 
an operating portion 7 , a display lamp 8, a number display 

25 device 10, a memory card socket 11 that can receive a memory 
card, a CPU 13, and a detector 20 (refer to Fig. 2 and Fig. 3) . 
The display lamp 8 is switched on if a corresponding e-mail 
to the computer 2a is received by the receiving box 5a. And, 
the memory card stores the e-mail received. Even if the 

30 computer 2a is not connected to the provider 3, electronic 
mail can be received and stored via the receiving box 5a. 

According to the present invention, what is claimed is: 

35 1. A pointing device electrically connected to a computer for 
controlling movements of a cursor on a display device of the 
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computer, the pointing device comprising: 
a housing; 

a pointing unit installed inside the housing for generating 
pointing signals to control movements of the cursor; 
5 a rollable device for generating rolling signals; 

a light source for illuminating the rollable device; and 

a control unit for controlling the pointing device; 
wherein when the computer transmits a state signal to the 

pointing device, the control unit controls the light source 
10 to determine an illumination mode of the rollable device 

according to the state signal. 

Compared with CN1160244A, CN2377611Y, CN1157435A, and 
JP11122294A individually, the present invention provides a 

15 pointing device 10 comprising a housing 12 , a pointing unit 
14 installed inside the housing 12 for generating pointing 
signals to control movements of a cursor 42, a rollable device 
16 for generating rolling signals, a light source 22 for 
illuminating the rollable device 16, and a control unit 24 

20 for controlling the pointing device 10 (refer to Fig.l to 
Fig. 3). When a driver 32 detects a current computer state, 
for example that the computer 30 receives an e-mail from the 
Internet, it will send a corresponding state signal to the 
pointing device 10 to make the control unit 24 control the 

25 light source 22 to emit light or flash light according to the 
state signal (specification, paragraph [0024]). Because the 
rollable device 16 is a rolling wheel made of a transparent 
material (specification, paragraph [0018], lines 2 to 3) , the 
rollable device 16 will present a predetermined illumination 

30 mode when it reflects light from the light source 22 (refer 
to Fig. 3 to Fig. 6). Therefore, a user can learn the current 
computer state from the predetermined illumination mode 
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realized with the rollable device 16. 

Because none of the prior art patents disclose a pointing 
device with a light source for illuminating a rollable device, 

5 it is therefore maintained that claim 1 of the present 
invention is substantially different from the teachings 
disclosed in CN1160244A, CN2377611Y, CN1157435A, and 
JP11122294A. 

10 According to the present invention, what is claimed is: 

23. A pointing device adapted to electrically connect to a 
computer for controlling movements of a cursor on a display 
device of the computer, the pointing device comprising: 
a housing; 

a pointing unit installed inside the housing for generating 
pointing signals adapted to control movements of the 
cursor; 

a rolling wheel for generating rolling signals; and 
a light source for providing light to illuminate the rolling 
wheel . 

Claim 23 is similar to claim 1 and also comprises the 
identical limitation of a pointing device with a light source 
for illuminating a rollable device. Because none of the prior 
art patents disclose a pointing device with a light source 
for illuminating a rollable device, it is therefore maintained 
that claim 23 of the present invention is substantially 
different from the teachings disclosed in CN1160244A, 
CN2377611Y, CN1157435A, and JP11122294A. 

Since the prior art patents CN1160244A, CN2377611Y, 
CN1157435A, and JP11122294A are substantially different from 
claim 1 and claim 23 of the present application, and all other 
35 claims are dependent on claim 1 and claim 23, a quick allowance 
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of the present application is sincerely requested. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Aj tZ^£r?n P?S*<*f Date: ±/jlfe*f*f 

Winston Hsu, Patent Agent No. 41,526 
10 P.O. BOX 506 

Merrifield, VA 22116 
U.S.A. 

e-mail : winstonhsu@naipo . com. tw . . 
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